Statewide Independent Living Council (SILC)
MINUTES May 18-19rd, 2016
The Statewide Independent Living Council held a meeting on May 18-19th, 2016 at 1201 North 3rd Street in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. Chairperson Peter Lambousy, presided.  

Present:

Baker, Kandy
Bristo, Rashad
Cottonham, Danny
Dean, Gale

Deplechine, Jamie

Fuselier, Rocky
Geddes, Sharon

Lambousy, Peter

Morales, Rosemary
Nguyen, Steven
Polotzola, Bambi
Ritter, Lawrence
Taylor, Erick
Viltz, Roszella

Warner, Tara

Absent: 

Cochran, Jay
Vinson-Furlong, Amanda

SILC Staff Present

Lewis, Jessica 

Jolivette, Jolan 

Guests:
Jamar Ennis
Mitch Granger

Paige Kelly 

Mark Martin 

Rosemary Yesso 

Quorum was present.

CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS
SILC Chairperson, Peter Lambousy, called the meeting to order at 9:15AM, and asked everyone to briefly introduce themselves. GODA and SILC Staff identified themselves and their represented agencies. A quorum was present.
OLD BUSINESS :
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES:
The council took a few moments to review the minutes from February 22nd-23rd 2016 and from October 8th 2015. Lawrence Ritter made a motion to approve the February minutes and Tara Warner seconded the motion.  The February minutes were approved unanimously by the council without any opposition. Lawrence Ritter motioned to approve the October 8, 2015 minutes with corrections and were seconded by Sharon Geddes. The October minutes were approved unanimously by the council without any opposition.
MEMBERSHIP:
Jessica Lewis went over the roster of the SILC council to show the role or representation that each member fills on the SILC and what vacancies are left. Bambi Polotzola reminded the council to always make sure we have at least 51% or more members with disabilities, and that under Jindal’s executive order the SILC would be out of compliance due to the make-up of the council. Peter Lambousy reminds members that when filling vacancies to make sure those individuals represent other areas of the state so the SILC can have statewide representation.
GOVERNOR’S OFFICE ON DISABILITY AFFAIRS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT

Executive Director Bambi Polotzola informed the council the regular legislative session is coming to an end and that there will possibly be another special legislative session to raise revenue. We are still $600 million short to fund the government for this next fiscal year. Bambi stated that the funding for LRS was restored as of now, and that she would always be an advocate for LRS getting more funding. Last week funding was taken from DHH, but that funding needs to be shifted back. Bambi suggested to the council that it should look at creating a legislative agenda, and let the council know the Governor’s Advisory Council of Disability Affairs wants to focus on employment, accessibility, and education. She mentioned there were several rallies on the capitol steps with a historic presence by Governor Edwards. Bambi told the members there would be an ADA Roundtable at the Claiborne building the following Monday, and that the Disability Affairs website went live yesterday. She mentioned there was a couple of Resolutions that Sen. Colomb was pushing. One of those resolutions was to look at closed captioning for all legislative sessions, and another was to form a taskforce to look at accessibility on the capital grounds which is a huge issue.
PARTNER UPDATES
LRS: 
Mark Martin said he listened to the introductions of the council and loved the talent these members bring to this board. He told them they have the opportunity to make change. Mark told the council it is time that we do something to make a difference; a board is only as strong as its members. Mark mentioned to the council that right now in the legislature we have an amendment for level funding of LRS which has been underfunded for several years. He told the members the importance of LRS being in schools and why they should be in schools. He talked more about the JAG Program as well and its importance. He let them council they could use the meeting room we were currently in free of charge. He let the members know that LRS never stopped accepting applications and people should keep sending referrals.
CILS UPDATES

Gale Dean:
Gale let the council know she is Executive Director of New Horizons Independent Living Center, and we provide services to the 29 parishes of North Louisiana. She informed the council Shreveport is the main office and there are satellite offices in Alexandria and Monroe as well. Each center has five core services, while each center offers other services for people with different needs. Most of the services are provided in Shreveport. We have funding from Part C and also with a contract with LRS. We do fundraising as well which is required by the federal government. We also offer a volunteer income tax assistance program which is always in conjunction with the IRS. Jay Cochran is over our GREEN program, which stands for Giving Recycled Equipment for Everyday Needs, that allows us to take requests from the community to help other people get equipment that they need.
Mitch Granger:
Mitch Granger let the council know that he has an office in Lake Charles and a satellite office in Lafayette. Recently we have met with some challenges regarding funding. We get a lot of equipment to us. Some of the equipment donated is thrown away when it is damaged beyond repair, and the rest of the equipment is refurbished. This has been one of the best years for supportive employment. We will also have a new office in Lafayette on Pinhook and Kaliste Saloom.
NEW BUSINESS:

QUARTERLY BUDGET UPDATE:
Kandy Baker provided a presentation relative to the budget. Kandy went over the budget for FY 15-16. Then she went over and explained the changes in the FY 16-17 budget, and how a portion of the salaries can be budgeted elsewhere. Lawrence Ritter motioned to approve the budget, and Rocky Fuselier seconded the motion. There were no objections and the budget was approved by the Council. 

SPIL 2017-2019:

The council members went over SPIL. The council briefly discussed and read the SPIL. Rozella Viltz motioned to approve the SPIL, and Anita Gray seconded the motion. There were no objections and the motion to approve the SPIL passed.
Election Postponed:

Due to the fact that Chair Peter Lambousy had to leave the meeting and made Gale Dean Interim Chair, the members discussed holding the election for chair until the next meeting so members can get better acquainted with other members. Lawrence Ritter motioned to have elections and nominations pushed back until the next meeting. Anita Gray seconded the motion. There were no objections the motion carried.

By-Laws Discussion
The members discussed making changes to the by-laws to make sure it was updated and in compliance. Tara Werner motioned for the council to keep working on the by-laws be put on the agenda for both days. The council went over the by-laws During the discussion of what needs to be changed to the by-laws, Gale Dean made a By-Laws sub-committee and named Sharon Geddes, Rocky Fuselier, Danny Cottonham, Rozella Viltz, Stephen Nguyen, and herself to serve on it.
RECESS OF MEETING:

A recess was called at 4:00pm.

MEETING RESUMED:

Meeting was called back to order by Gale Dean on  May 19, 2016, at 9:15 am.

By-Laws Discussion (continued)
The council continued to go over the by-laws thoroughly. 
SILC (State Plan) DISCUSSION:
The council members had a thorough discussion over things to look for in the SPIL. Jolan was asked to speak at the next meeting to go over a few basics of conducting an orderly and effective meeting.
Brochures and Badges
Jessica Lewis went over the sample brochure she put together. The council gave feedback regarding the brochure and suggested the addresses be updated, change the font, list the 5 core services once, and add the website to the brochure.

UPCOMING SILC MEETING:

Date: July 14th and 15th, 2016 Quarterly Meeting

Location: Lake Charles, Southwest Louisiana Independence Center

MEETING ADJOURNED:

Sharon Geddes motioned to adjourn, Rocky Fuselier seconded. The motion passed with no objection and the meeting adjourned on May 19, 2016
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